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sakura's heart thumped as she opened her eyes. she looked up to see jigen grinning as he smiled down at her. "you know, i
was really surprised to see you turn into a mouse. i never thought you'd be able to pull it off," he said, patting her on the

back. she blinked, a little confused at his comment, but nodded and smiled up at him. she'd never told him how she did it, and
she wasn't about to start now. "anyway, i have something for you. i'll tell you what it is later, but right now i think you should
try to go back to normal. okay?" sakura awoke to the sight of jigen sitting across from her, his eyes bright. he was holding a

pair of leaf headbands, which he placed on the table beside her. she blinked and looked down, inspecting them for a moment.
there was a large, deep cut straight through the middle of each of them. they were the ones from the last mission. she

remembered what jigen had told her about the mission. it was the mission that had led her into a mission to find jigen. as
sakura's thoughts returned to the current situation, jigen stood up. "i know you're in a bad mood, but there's something you
should know about. while we were in the land of valleys, the blimp crashed. i'm not really sure how it happened, but it seems

like a third party made off with the vessel. unfortunately, that third party is one of konohas most wanted, victor. he hasn't
been seen since, but he's one of the reasons you're here. i'm sure you'll understand why once you hear what he wants. right
now, we need to get you back to konoha. i'll explain more about what's going on once we get there. for now, though, i have a

jutsu that will allow us to travel without leaving a trace."
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i think they all have a common theme. and that is
to keep the shinobi from getting other nin to use
the jutsu while they are still alive. they could for

sure use the jutsu on another shinobi and get out,
but i dont think they can use it on a real person
without them knowing first (assuming that they

knew what the jutsu was before). so having those
three in the same fight may make them think

twice about using the jutsu on a real person and
not just an illusion. i agree that they are all on the
same level. i just think that sakura is a bit more

naive than the others. i also think that she is more
on the level of shikamaru than the others. the

best example of this is how the three got out of
the fight with sasuke. they didnt go down to the

third floor, they went right up to the roof. the
three were able to get out of that fight without

much of a problem, and the fact that they did not
want to stay there for very long is a good example
of this. i agree that sakura is more naive than the

others, but i dont think that she is on the same
level as shikamaru. but once they finally reached
a place known as a space-time-paradise because
of its beauty (which was also a dimension where
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he could hide his weakened state), isshiki's power
would begin to rapidly wane, eventually leading to
his death. while in his weakened state, he would
simply remain conscious, but would be unable to
use his jutsu due to the lack of chakra. he would
also be unable to move his limbs and would have

to rely on others for his mobility. he would no
longer be able to manipulate his environment and

objects, and would instead be completely
defenseless. sasuke was the only person that

could remotely help him, as he was the only one
who could channel the nine tails of orochimaru. at
first, sasuke was able to use his healing jutsu on

isshiki, allowing him to gradually regain his
strength. but as time passed, and he became

even weaker, he could no longer manipulate the
shadows, as well as causing a chain reaction, as a

result, he began to forget things, like
remembering friends and family, which would

eventually lead to his death. as he began to slowly
die, the flames that surrounded him began to
form into the shape of a giant eye. sasuke was
forced to confront his personal demons, as the
eye began to consume him. he was eventually
killed, but before he died, he said that he had
finally found peace. he was then reincarnated.
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