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It is a very nice book! Well worth the. PDF download "Fizica A[]lasa
7, 2010" from B¥sb DYN[N[].edu.by “Your tradition doesn’t mean
anything to me,” Jesus says. “l have my own traditions.” We hear
this story in Mark 2:16-17 (ESV) when Jesus meets some Pharisees
in their synagogue. The Pharisees have a habit of doing
everything the tradition demands: prayer, Sabbath-keeping,
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. They expect Jesus to do the same. When
he doesn’t, they are baffled and angry. “Why do your disciples
break the tradition of the elders? Why don’t they wash their hands
when they eat? Why do they eat with unwashed hands?” They
take Jesus’ allegiance to his own traditions as a sign of disloyalty.
But Jesus knows that their tradition is bound up in their human
desire for ritual and obedience. It has a way of corrupting our
relationship with God. I'm embarrassed for them. This past
Sunday, Ash Wednesday fell on a holiday. Our church didn’t
observe it because we don’t keep the tradition of having special
services on the day before Easter. But we have an Eastern
Orthodox tradition of observing Theophany (the Baptism of Christ)
on this day. It is a time for new covenant promises and
commitments that runs far beyond the commandments. We read
in the Gospel of John that Jesus promises that “I will give you the
bread of life.” This is more than just a reminder of the manna
provided for the Israelites at Mount Sinai. He doesn’t promise real
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bread. “So if anyone eats the bread of life he will certainly live
forever.” There isn’t any real bread there. This bread is bread of
God’s presence that fulfills God’s promise to replace the old bread
with something better. When we eat it, we are eating the
presence of God with us. It's a precarious time for me. | tend to
slip into my tradition. | go to church. | spend time with the people |
love. | even worship with my family. This makes me feel guilty. |
no longer experience Christ on Palm Sunday. | don’t hear him
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