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There are few published endobronchial ultrasound
(EBUS) studies evaluating the role of EBUS-guided

transbronchial needle aspiration (TBNA) in lymphoma.
We reviewed the technique, diagnostic yield, and

technical limitations of the procedure. Retrospective
review of the records of all patients who underwent
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sensitivities. EBUS-TBNA was performed in 55 patients.
The mean age was 54 years (range 27-81 years) and

                             7 / 10



 

the male-to-female ratio was 1.7:1. Lymphomatous
disease was found in the upper and middle

mediastinum in 83% and 17%, respectively. Malignant
lesions were located in the right (n = 22) and left (n =

16) lungs. The technical success rate was 100%.
Cytologic examination revealed adequate smears in

61% of the smears (27/44). Of the 37 inadequate
smears, 19 (51%) were due to technical difficulty and

18 (49%) were due to poor or nonexistent cellular
material. The sensitivity and specificity of the

technique in the diagnostic workup were 59% (25/43)
and 100% (24/24), respectively. All of the 18 false-

negative results were related to technical difficulties.
The six false-positive diagnoses were related to an

infectious process. No adverse events occurred. The
EBUS-TBNA technique is a useful, safe, and accurate

modality for the evaluation of mediastinal lymphomas,
including lymphomas with negative computed

tomography scans.Q
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