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music world is all abuzz about the announcement that U2’s new album, Songs of
Experience, is due out September 16. This is part of the massive European
release campaign for the album that started on Monday with the release of lead
single “Where the Streets Have No Name”. The rest of the album hits record
stores throughout Europe and U.S. Sept. 16, with iTunes versions available a day
earlier. So what can we expect from the highly anticipated new album? Before
we all go nuts — or idiotic, like Steve Jobs fans — | would like to point out some
things that we know for sure. There are 16 songs on the album, including the
latest single. The band recorded the album over four-and-a-half years with
director Paul McGuinness, who directed the band’s previous album, No Line on
the Horizon, and its supporting tour, the 360° Tour. The band have teased the
album several times during this tour. The production of the album was
completed at Dublin’s Aviva Studios earlier this year. The cover is a
kaleidoscopic, fractured, and colorful collage of photos taken by Chris Sherriff.
With this much information out there, | thought I'd give you a field guide for the
new album. 1. It's very different. U2 is often compared to the Beatles, but it
isn’t. They are different people and the band is different in its fifth decade. In
interviews, Bono has expressed frustration at being pigeonholed as the “Beatle
clone,” as well as the fact that he and the band will sometimes be “lumped
together.” This album is a reflection of the band’s final chapter. And if you don’t
like it, there's always U2 lll: Beautiful Day to wash it clean! (Seriously, though,
thank God they stopped making U2 XII: The Best of Bono and the Edge. Fans
would rather make the same album five times in a row than have to pay for an
“elite” version of the best of U2. ) 2. It does have a
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