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plane in a flat spin just before disappearing from
view, and then plunging into the mountains. The
Syrian military described the Israeli plane as an

Israeli F-16 fighter-bomber. Israel has not
confirmed the plane’s identity. A Syrian

government statement says the jet crashed
near Rastan, with a strike on the Syrian military

headquarters at the province of Homs. The
statement did not give a death toll from the

raid. The Syrian military claims its planes were
returning from an attack on the so-called Islamic
State in Deir Ezzor. The Israeli military reacted

to the Syrian claims by confirming that one of its
warplanes had been shot down during a sortie in

Syria. A statement said Israeli aircraft struck
targets in Syria twice on Monday, destroying
two surface-to-air missiles and a ground-to-
ground rocket in the process. It added that a

Syrian soldier was killed in the shelling of Israeli
forces stationed in the Golan Heights. The Israel

Defense Forces confirmed that one of its war
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